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How to Use This Short Drama:  The play can be produced as written in a church service to introduce the topic of persecution and challenge the congregation to specific action.  Or the dialog from the first four scenes could be presented very simply in a class or small-group setting as open-ended stories.  The teacher could challenge the class to consider how they would respond if they were the Korean couple or the Sudanese mother.
Plot Summary:  Using two situations in which Christians are faced with a choice, this play contrasts how believers in the West may face minor consequences for choices made because of their faith in Christ, but Christians in areas of persecution face major consequences for similar decisions.
Actors:  The play requires a narrator, one couple, and a mother and daughter who have speaking parts.  In addition, there are non-speaking roles for another couple, two police, a teacher, three or four children approximately the age of the daughter, a slave trade and a buyer.

Staging:  Stage area “A” has a small sofa and a coffee table holding a collection of simple candles.  Stage area “B” has a small table.  If producing the play on a stage without curtain or spotlights, actors will need to exit the stage between their scenes.
Costumes and Props:
Scenes #1

Actors should be dressed in simple, cotton or linen loose-fitting shirts and slacks.  Newspapers are scattered on the sofa.  
Scene #2

Mother and daughter should wear a dark blouse or sweater and a long dark skirt.  Light, flat sandals are appropriate.  They carry filled grocery bags.

Scene #3

Costumes same as scene #1.  A Korean-language newspaper would add to the authenticity. 

Scene #4

For scene #4, mother and daughter add a long headscarf and possibly a shawl.  Both carry a clay or plain ceramic pot.
Music Pantomime
In the Korean scene, police wear dark pants, white shirts, red arm bands and greenish baseball hats.  For handcuffs, use children’s play handcuffs or large rubber bands, or actors can simply employ body motions to imply handcuffs. 
In the Sudanese scene, all females wear long, flowing head scarves.  Shawls can also be added over their shoulders.  The two men should wear loose-fitting beige shirts and pants with sandals.
CHOICES AND CONSEQUENCES
NARRATOR:  Decisions . . . choices . . . we all make many of them every day.  Most are trivial.  Some will affect our lives for a short while.  And a very few will affect our lives in an extreme way.  Each of us has decisions to make because we are Christians.  

Scene #1/Stage area “A”
The lights go up on stage area “A”.  The husband is gathering newspapers off the sofa.  Wife is arranging candles on the coffee table.

HUSBAND:  I’m glad that the Johnsons agreed to come over for dinner tonight.  It’s nice to get to know new neighbors.

WIFE:
I hope they feel comfortable here.  It’s hard to move to a brand new area.  (picking up Bible lying on coffee table)  Oh, here’s my Bible.  Maybe I’d better take it back to the bedroom.  After all, I don’t want them thinking I’m a religious freak or anything.  On the other hand, I shouldn’t be ashamed that I’m a Christian.  Maybe I’ll even have a chance to share Jesus with them.  Should I leave it out here for them to see or not?

Actors freeze and lights go out on that part of the stage and come up on group on the opposite side.  
Scene #2/Stage Area “B”
Mother and daughter are unpacking groceries from a bag onto a table.

SARAH:  Mom, today in school my teacher told us that tomorrow we can stand up in front of the class and tell them about a really important event in our lives.  I want to tell them about when I accepted Jesus into my life.  I know that’s the most important event of all!
MOTHER:  (Stops and looks at her daughter)  That’s a really great idea, Sarah.  (pauses)  But you have to remember that many of the other kids in your class don’t believe in Jesus.  Some of them are from other faiths.

SARAH:  Yeah, I know.  That’s why I think it’s really important that I tell them why Jesus means so much to me.  Here’s a way that I can tell everyone at once.  

MOTHER:  (puts her hand to her throat in concern)  Sarah, you know your teacher, Mrs. Candela, talks about séances and good luck charms.  I’m...I’m not sure how she would react.

SARAH:  But mom, don’t you think it’s important that I share Jesus with her, too?

MOTHER:  Of course, Sarah.  But I don’t want her to be angry and make it hard for you in class.  And if some of the other children tell their parents, they might feel we were trying to push our religion on them.
Actors freeze as lights go out.  Mother and daughter put on head scarves and trade grocery bags for clay/ceramic pots.
NARRATOR:  But what if this hospitable couple lived in North Korea?  Or what if this mother and daughter made their home in Sudan?  The choices might be very similar but the outcomes that hang in the balance could be very different.

Scene #3/Stage Area “A”
As in scene #1, husband begins to pick up newspapers while his wife kneels to arrange candles on the coffee table.  

HUSBAND:   I’m so glad that our new neighbors agreed to come over for dinner tonight.  We will want to do everything we can to make them feel welcome in our home.

WIFE:  (Picks up Bible lying on coffee table)  Yes, it is their first time here!  I am praying that we will be able to tell them about our faith in Christ.

HUSBAND:  (Quickly stands up straight)  I’m not sure we want to leave our Bible out in view.  You know it’s illegal to even own a Bible here.  Perhaps we should find out first what they think about Christians.  You know, if they report us to the police, we could be arrested.

WIFE:  (clutches Bible but looks fearfully at husband)  I don’t think that I could stand the kinds of treatment that I have heard other Christians have endured in prison.  Is showing our friends the truth of the Bible worth that risk?  (stands up agitated)  They probably know that they would receive a reward for turning us in to the authorities.  (pauses)  But think of all Jesus endured for us.  (looks out imaginary window)  What are we going to do?  Here they come now! 

Actors freeze and lights go out.
Scene #4/Stage Area “B”
Mother and daughter walk across room with large pots balanced on their heads (actors use their hands to steady the pots).  

SARAH:  (lowers her pot to the ground)  Mother, in school today our teacher said that we are each to give a short speech tomorrow.  We are to tell about the most important thing that ever happened to us.  Mother, I want to tell about accepting Jesus.
MOTHER:  (quickly lowers her pot and takes her daughter by the shoulders)  But Sarah...Sarah.  It isn’t safe!  Here in Sudan there is war between Christians and Muslims.  Christians who stand up for their faith can suffer a great deal.  
SARAH:  (turns slowly away and picks up her pot, staring off into space)  I know there are dangers.  I have thought about it all day.
MOTHER:  (starts toward daughter, then stops)  There are many stories.  (pauses)  Some say that children are taken away from their parents and sold as slaves.

SARAH:  (quietly)  I have heard that.  But mother, many of those in my class have never heard that Jesus loves them and died for them.  I want them to know.  I must tell them the truth.  (Mother shakes her head and hugs daughter wordlessly)

Actors freeze as lights go out.  While this section of the stage is dark, mother leaves stage.  Three or four children come and join Sarah.  They all sit on stage, facing away from the audience.  The teacher comes and stands in front of the children, placing several textbooks on the table.
The music of TwiIa Paris' song “I Will Listen" * begins to play.  When the vocal starts, lights come up on stage area “A.”  The Korean couple is welcoming their neighbors.
(Words of the song)
(Actions on stage)

Hard as it seems,

All four bow to one another Korean style.
Standing in dreams,

Hosts motion for guests to sit on sofa.
Where is the dreamer now?

Couple sit down.
Wonder if I,
Visiting wife picks up Bible and flips it open.
Wanted to try,

Looks horrified and shows husband.
Would I remember how?

They jump up and point fingers.
I don't know the way to go from here,

Host husband takes and holds Bible while



male guest runs off stage.
But I know that I have made my choice   
He returns leading in police,
And this is where I stand until He moves me on
points at Bible and host couple.
And I will listen to His voice.
Host couple move close together.  Husband

puts arm around wife.

This is the faith,

Police appear to be interrogating hosts.
Patience to wait,
Hosts nod their heads.
When there is nothing clear.
Police handcuff hosts and start to move


toward door.
Nothing to see,
Police stop to pay off second couple, 
Still we believe,
then roughly push Christians out the door.

Other couple follows, counting money.
                                              Lights go out.  

Jesus is very near.
Audience listens to line in darkness.
                                              Lights come up on stage area “B.”
I cannot imagine what will come
Teacher pretends to be talking, then points

to Sarah.
But I've already made my choice

Sarah stands up and begins talking.
And this is where I stand until He moves me on, 
As Sarah talks, she crosses arms.
And I will listen to His voice.

Children jump to their feet and cover ears.
Could it be that He is only waiting there to see 
Teacher grabs Sarah and shakes her.
If I will learn to love the dreams

Sarah looks first at teacher, then at other


children who have turned their backs to her.

That He has dreamed for me?
Slowly she again crosses arms in sign of a 


cross.  Teacher pushes her away from group.
Can't imagine what the future holds,
Slave trader walks onstage, grabs Sarah


roughly and drags her to front of stage area


where she stands with bowed head.
But I've already made my choice
“Buyer” is sitting in front row.  Jumps on
stage, rudely pulls off Sarah’s head covering 

and nods to trader, handing him some money.
                                              Stage lights begin to fade.
And this is where I stand until He moves me on 
Spotlight focuses on Sarah.  She slowly


raises her eyes heavenward, then closes
And I will listen to His voice.

eyes and lowers head slowly.   

                                              Spotlight fades out with the music.

NARRATOR:  Decisions . . . choices . . . we all make many of them every day.  Most are trivial.  Some will affect our lives for a short while.  And a very few will affect our lives in an extreme way.  Each of us has decisions to make because we are Christians.  
What you have just seen is reality.  At this very moment, Christians in many parts of the world are suffering brutal torture, arrest, imprisonment and even death because of the choices they have made to stand up for what they believe.

Right now your decision is how you will respond to the truth that your brothers and sisters in Christ are suffering horrible persecution.  Have you made your choice?  Where will you stand?

*  On the CD, Where I Stand, produced by Sparrow.  Use of the tape can be covered through a 

    CCLI license agreement or other arrangements with the company.

………………...................................................................................................................................................
When it was first performed, as each person entered the service, they received (1) prayer cards for persecuted Christians, (2) a sheet with the names and addresses of government officials who could make a difference, and (3) a pledge card.  During the closing hymn, people were challenged to respond by going to the front and pinning their pledge cards to a bulletin board which was then displayed in the church lobby for several weeks.
Adapted from the original Interserve USA script written by Paul Garrity and Wendy DiRico.
Copies of this script may be freely duplicated and used.  
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