[image: image2.wmf]
Page 4 of 1

[image: image3.wmf]
21 WAYS TO CARE ABOUT

THE PERSECUTED CHURCH

Posted October 1, 2004

SERVE

1. Minister in regions of persecution.

Send small teams to minister to persecuted Christians who live in accessible regions.  For example, several organizations coordinate groups to work in refugee camps and orphanages.  Some programs have a particular focus, such as ministry to women and/or children, pastoral training or medical assistance.  www.partnersintl.org, www.sistersinservice.org  Another option is to smuggle Bibles and Christian literature into restricted countries. www.opendoorsusa.org
2. Donate your time at the local office of an organization that ministers to the persecuted church.

Most of the organizations mentioned in these “Great Ideas” have national and/or regional offices in various parts of the US and Canada.  Offer to help with mailings, organize a storeroom or whatever needs to be done.  If you have specialized skills such as construction or computer expertise, see if the organization has needs God has equipped you to meet.  Why not drop off some flowers or a special treat for their office staff?  

3. Serve persecuted brothers and sisters.

Take a team from your church and minister at a conference attended by persecuted believers.  Check with the sponsoring organization to see if your congregation could provide the worship, food, counseling, prayer and/or teaching.  For example, Foundation for His Ministry hosts such conferences in “safe” areas for pastors who minister where there is persecution.  www.ffhm.org
Sisters in Service organizes ministry teams of women to areas of need.  www.sistersinservice.org
4. Sponsor a refugee family.

Check with your denomination, local immigrant department or an organization like World Relief  www.worldrelief.org to see if there are persecuted believers needing resettlement help in your area.  Your church may volunteer to sponsor an individual or family, or offer assistance with material needs, jobs and/or tutoring in English.  World Relief’s Immigrant Resource Network provides help on technical immigration information and initiating an ESL program.

5. Encourage your young adults to pursue an internship on behalf of the persecuted.

World Relief offers students internships in various locations around the world.  Your denomination or other agency partner may have similar opportunities.  Why not present your collegians with the challenge of spending a summer or semester helping those who are suffering for their faith in Christ?  www.worldrelief.org
EDUCATE

6.    Host a concert of prayer.

On a Sunday evening or in an adult fellowship class, take 45 to 60 minutes and offer a concert of prayer on behalf of the persecuted church.  Prayer requests can be obtained from Prisoner Alert and Compass Direct.  www.prisoneralert.com,  www.compassdirect.org  If you emphasize the persecution of believers in Sudan, you might use a video clip to highlight a particular need.   www.persecutionproject.org  Or you could play a CD that features songs sung by Sudanese youth choirs.   www.joiningourvoices.com
7. Invite one of your missionaries to talk about the persecuted church.

To highlight the International Day of Prayer (IDOP) for the Persecuted Church on the second Sunday of November, ask one of your church-supported missionaries to talk about the mistreatment of believers where he/she serves.  If the missionary is not in your area at the time, patch in a telephone call or live video conference so that you can talk to him/her during your service.  If using a phone hookup, see if your missionary can email photographs ahead of time and use these to create a simple PowerPoint® presentation to show during the phone conversation.

8. Order materials to use for the International Day of Prayer (IDOP), November 14, 2004.

Open Doors has a free IDOP kit for churches.  It contains:

· A CD ROM with Power Point® presentation, testimonies from the persecuted church and informative country profiles 

· A Pastor's Guide with a sermon outline, prayer litany and helpful tips to make the IDOP a success in your church 

· Bulletin Inserts to stimulate interest and help promote the IDOP to your church 

· An IDOP Poster to display in your church to raise awareness 

· Sunday School Activity Sheets so that young people can participate in this important day too!  www.opendoorsusa.org
9. Lead your youth group through a simulation event.
Youth Specialties offers a youth-directed curriculum to raise student awareness and prayer support for the persecuted church.  The "Student Underground: An Event Curriculum on the Persecuted Church" includes an underground church service simulation, a leader's guide, and a 60-minute "Behind the Sun" video, along with promotional and "secret police" fliers.  www.undergroundusa.org
10. Present the needs of the persecuted in your church newsletter.

Volunteer to write an article for your church bulletin or newsletter featuring the plight of the persecuted.  Be sure to include specific prayer requests and ways that readers can get involved.
11. Read a book or watch a video.

Here are some recommended books and references regarding persecution:

· Back to Jerusalem, Paul Hattaway, Gabriel Publishing (order from www.gospelcom.net/wclbooks)

· Daughters of Hope, Kay Marshall Strom and Michele Rickett, InterVarsity Press

· The Savage My Kinsman, Elisabeth Elliot, Gospel Light

· Through Gates of Splendor, Elisabeth Elliot, Tyndale House

· Tortured for Christ, Richard Wurmbrand, Voice of the Martyrs

· In the Presence of My Enemies, Gracia Burnham, Tyndale House

· Reference:  The New Encyclopedia of Christian Martyrs, Baker Books

· By Their Blood:  Christian Martyrs of the Twentieth Century, James and Marti Hefley

· For children:  Christian Heroes series:  Jim Elliot, Corrie tenBoom, YWAM Publishing

· For teens:  Vanya, Myrna Grant, Strang Communications

Purchase a video.  

· God’s Outlaw (life of William Tyndale)

· John Hus

· The Radicals (16th century Anabaptists)

· Wycliffe:  the Morningstar

· Against Great Odds (story of the church in Ethiopia)

· China Cry (biography of Nora Lamb)

· The Martyrs’ Cry

· Faith Under Fire

· Stephen’s Test of Faith (ages 8-14)

All available at www.visionvideo.com
After you have read the book or watched the video, share it with others in your small group or place it in your church library.

12. Download the October 2004 issue of Synergy Newsletter.
For other ideas of what you can do to help the persecuted church, read the October 2004 issue of DualReach's Synergy Newsletter.  www.dualreach.org
13. Read a daily devotional as a congregation.

The Bible League has a one-day and 21-day persecuted awareness kit that contains a daily devotional as well as a video, promotional poster and bulletin inset.  www.bibleleague.org
CORRESPOND

14. Write to believers in prison.

Through Prisoner Alert, write to incarcerated believers to assure them they are not forgotten.  www.prisoneralert.com
15. Write to government officials. 

In nations where persecution occurs, help leaders realize that what has happened to believers is being monitored by others.  You will want to keep your notes short and stated in a polite manner.  Prisoner Alert can help you in this activity.

FOCUS

16. Adopt a focus on a country where believers are persecuted.

Steele Creek Church in Charlotte, NC, has formed a 501(c)(3) organization known as Sudan Missions to focus on the persecuted believers in Southern Sudan.  Their efforts include prayer, providing humanitarian aid, helping with Christian education, publicizing the issues and helping the “Lost Boys” who have immigrated to the USA.  This emphasis started in August 2001, when their senior pastor went to Sudan with a Voice of the Martyrs representative who attended their church.  Since then, Steele Creek's 1,600 people have raised $250,000 for their Sudanese efforts.  The third Thursday of each month they sponsor a luncheon to make area churches aware of the crisis in Southern Sudan.  The church helps the 63 "lost boys" who live in Charlotte with one-on-one mentoring and financial assistance, especially for education.  www.steelecreek.org
17. Develop a customized partnership with a mission agency.

Some agencies, such as SIM, are looking for churches to partner with them in ministry to persecuted believers.  They will tailor overseas ministries to accommodate the vision and resources of local congregations in North America.  Churches working with SIM send short-term teams to Ethiopia where thousands of Sudanese have fled to escape persecution. Teams serve for a couple of weeks; individuals can spend one or more years assisting with literacy, medical and educational projects.  Call SIM or the agency of your choice and see how your church might be able to design a partnership to utilize your strengths globally.  www.sim.org
18. Invite small groups to adopt a persecuted pastor, other leader or entire village.

Provide information to Bible study groups, women’s groups and Sunday school classes about a persecuted believer who needs their prayers.  Suggest they pray for this person at each meeting, write notes of encouragement and contribute to financial needs, if possible.  Sisters in Service will help you adopt a village in China or West Africa where believers are suffering, or an indigenous woman who ministers under very difficult circumstances.  www.sistersinservice.org
FINANCE

19. Purchase goods that help Christians.

Why not purchase a gift for a friend that is handmade by a believer persecuted for her faith?  Your purchase will not only benefit the recipient but also the persecuted church as you help break the cycle of poverty that afflicts many persecuted brothers and sisters.  Christian Freedom International sells items handmade by persecuted believers.  www.christianfreedom.org
20. Support a Christian worker.

Through groups like Voice of the Martyrs, Partners International and Sisters in Service, you can support a pastor/Christian worker suffering for the faith.  If your church supports missionaries working in an area of persecution, ask them to suggest ways to help those needing financial or material assistance.  Or contact your denomination or agency partner for the name of a pastor or evangelist who needs your help.  www.persecution.com, www.partnersintl.org, www.sistersinservice.org
ADVOCATE

21. Become an advocate for the persecuted church.

Ask your pastor or missions leadership team if you can serve as a “specialist” who keeps up to date on current needs of persecuted believers, perhaps in a particular country or region of the world in which you are particularly interested.  Research first-hand information on the Internet using a search engine such as Google or Alta Vista.  Initiating a search on the words “persecuted church” instantly will provide access to an abundance of information on this subject.  Then work with your pastor or missions leaders to determine appropriate ways to share this knowledge with others, determining a plan of action to help your church express their concern for these persecuted brothers and sisters.


· DualReach does not necessarily endorse all of the positions and activities of the organizations listed above.

· For more ideas on mobilizing your church for global impact, subscribe to DualReach’s Synergy Newsletter at www.dualreach.org.
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